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Introduction to The Treatise on the Bright Stars 
by 

Robert Hand 


There are other works from this period that deal with fixed stars. 
Ptolemy mentions the effects of the various parts of the constellations 
in the Tetrabiblos. The Liber Hermetis, shortly to be issued as part of 
the Project Hindsight Latin track 1 , has extensive material on the fixed 
stars. Other material will certainly show up. What makes the treatise of 
the Anonymous important to us? 

First of all, the delineation material is quite extensive. Ptolemy 
gives only the planetary correlations of the stars. The material in the 
Liber Hermetis is greater in scope than Ptolemy but is limited to 
keywords and planetary correlations. The Anonymous gives more 
material consisting not only of the planetary correlations (he groups his 
stars according to their planetary correlations) but also material about 
how these stars operate on the various angles, i.e., pivot points, of the 
charts and how they behave when actually combined with the influences 
of the planets, either through aspects or simultaneous angle transits. 

The use of the planetary correlations to group the stars is 
significant. I, personally, have long had difficulty with the tendency of 
modern writers on the stars to assign highly individual interpretations, 
usually horrific, to every star just as if it were a planet. Regardless of 
whether or not this procedure is correct from a symbolic point of view, 
it is potentially disastrous to astrological method because of the vast 
number of symbols it introduces into the chart. No one could possibly 
keep track of or integrate all of this in an interpretation. All of the 
ancient writers, and most of the Medieval and Renaissance ones as well, 
classified fixed stars according to the planet or pair of planets they most 
resembled. They gave only a few, such as Algol and the four royal 
stars, Aldebaran, Regulus, Antares and Fomalhaut, particular qualities. 
The Anonymous carries this idea further by using the planetary 
correlations to group his stars and to delineate each group as a category 
unto itself. While he also gives interpretations to those stars which have 
particular significations, he does so in the context of the overall 
classification. This serves to keep things simple and manageable as well 


1 The original of the Liber Hermetis was written in Greek. But the original 
is lost and only a Latin translation from a time in the fifth century. 



permitting much more detail. Robson 1 in his book also gives a set of 
descriptions of the planetary correlations of the stars. While these 
interpretations suffer from being excessively dire, I have found them 
more useful in practical work than the individual star delineations that 
follow in Robson’s subsequent chapters. The main problem with the use 
of the planetary correlations as the basis of star interpretations is that 
the authorities differ considerably on which stars correlate to which 
planets. I cannot resolve that here but I can make a suggestion. Let us 
start with the Anonymous. He claims at least to have based his 
interpretations on observation. Much of the later material, especially in 
the Renaissance and later, consists of various “authorities” citing other 
“authorities.” Not much original work there! Finally, of course, the 
matter must be resolved by modem observation, and I have no doubt 
that there will be many disagreements about the observations, but that 
is the only way to proceed. 

One of the most important issues raised by this text is one of 
methodology. Modem astrologers have long debated how to use fixed ‘ 
stars that are far off the ecliptic. Some advocate ignoring the issue 
completely and using the ecliptic longitudes regardless of the latitude. 
Others advocate using great circle aspects in which the star and 
aspecting planet make an aspect in the great circle which they jointly 
define. Others advocate using such stars only when they are bodily on 
the great circles of the meridian and horizon 2 . My personal practice has 
been to limit my usage of fixed stars to ones that are fairly close to the 
ecliptic. 

The Anonymous provides an answer to this problem, one which 
seems to be echoed in the other ancient works. Implicit in the text is the 
division of the stars into two groups, zodiacal and extra-zodiacal. The 
zodiacal fixed stars are ones that have sufficiently little latitude so that 
they can be treated like planets. Whatever the latitude, the degree of the 
ecliptic longitude contains the quality of the star. Although later 
discoveries may contradict this, it seems as if the ancients paid little 


1 Vivian Robson, Fixed Stars and Constellations in Astrology, Samuel 
Weiser, Inc., New York, 1969. pp. 99-103. 

2 Advocates of the vertex point might want to add the great circle of the 
prime vertical. 




attention to the bodily positions of any object within the zodiacal band 1 . 
They were only concerned with the degree of the ecliptic that it fell 
within. The degree was what carried the influence, not the actual point 
of the body above or below the ecliptic. 

However, with fixed stars off the ecliptic, outside of the zodiac, 
fixed stars were measured according to the ecliptic degree with which 
they rose, set, culminated or anti-culminated 2 . In the Anonymous in 
fact, only the degree with which a body co-rises is considered 3 . A 
planet can not aspect a star except when it aspects the degree of an 
angle (pivot point) when there is a star upon the great circle of that 
angle, or when a planet is to be found on one angle, while a star is 
bodily on another. For the Anonymous the angles of the local sphere are 
the sole vehicle by which a fixed star outside of the zodiac can be 
connected to the planets in a chart. 

The only question remaining is how close to the ecliptic must a star 
be to be counted as within the zodiac. Tradition varies considerably on 
this. The general principle is that the zodiac consists of a band centered 
upon the ecliptic in which the planets are to be found even at their 
greatest latitudes north or south. Before Pluto was discovered this would 
have been plus or minus eight degrees of latitude. With Pluto it would 
have to be plus or minus more than seventeen degrees. If we start 
adding asteroids the band widens considerably. I would suggest keeping 
either to Pluto’s extremes, ±17°, or even down to a more conservative 
±8°. However, this is up to the reader. The important thing for us here 
is to notice that the ancients, quite consistently, distinguished between 
zodiacal and extra-zodiacal bodies and treated them differently. 

One matter that may amaze some readers concerns the longitudes of the 
stars that lie upon the zodiac. According to the text 4 the longitudes 


1 The Arabs did use parallels of latitude which seems to be an exception to 
this principle. 

2 i.e., the degrees of the ecliptic which were crossing the relevant great 
circle when the star was bodily on that same great circle. [RH] 

3 See page x. 


See page 3. 



were computed by correcting the positions of Ptolemy’s star catalog in 
the Almagest by adding the one degree per century (Ptolemy’s value). 
However, the end result is longitudes that agree very precisely with 
those of the same stars in the sidereal zodiac using the Fagan-Alien 
ayanamsha. I do not offer a solution here other than that of rank 
coincidence, but I do want to remind our siderealist readers that 
Anonymous, himself, clearly refers to these positions as being in the 
tropical zodiac 1 . 

One final thing is worth mentioning here. The author constantly refers 
to his own experience. He reveres the ancients and takes their doctrines 
seriously, but he is not the slightest bit afraid to do" his own work and 
come to his own conclusions. We see a time when astrology was 
growing and developing. It was not a static doctrine, nor was it only the 
received opinion of their ancients. The Anonymous of 379 may be 
anonymous, but we are looking at a real person here, very much like a 
modem astrologer. Let us hope that what little we have of his work will 
stimulate us to approach astrology and rebuild it anew. 

Note — All of the footnotes, except for those portions clearly labeled 
as authored by your editor, in this book are by the translator, Robert 
Schmidt, unless initialed RH in square brackets. [RH] indicates a note 
entered by your editor. 


See page 3. 



Translator’s Preface 

by 

Robert Schmidt 


The work here translated consists of three coherent and self-contained 
astrological discussions of the fixed stars, which, however, clearly 
belong to one work. There are indications that these three are but 
excerpts from a larger treatise. Each of them has its own title, but the 
title of the whole work is unknown. For convenience, we have 
provisionally entitled it Treatise on the Bright Fixed Stars. 

The author of this work is also unknown. From the text itself it 
may be gathered that he was Egyptian, and that he composed the work 
at Rome in the year 379 C.E. A much later Byzantine paraphraser (of 
the ninth century) ascribed it to one Julian. However, this can hardly be 
the astrologer Julian of Laodikeia, since he lived in the fifth century. 

This is the earliest surviving Greek treatise to give extensive 
astrological delineations of the positions of key 1 fixed stars at birth. 
There had been a long Greek tradition of using the heliacal risings and 
settings of the fixed stars in weather prediction, but this dealt with 
prediction on a global level, and was not applied to individuals. 
However, in the beginning of the third book of the Tetrabiblos , Ptolemy 
alludes to an ancient method of using the fixed stars for genethliological 
prediction, although he elects not to explain it there. In fact, he 
discourages the reader from using it due to its complexity and the fact 
that it was solely founded on observation. Nevertheless, in the first book 
of the Tetrabiblos, Ptolemy does articulate the specific powers of the 
fixed stars as analogous to mixtures of the powers of pairs of planets, 
which is the same method employed in the present treatise 2 . 

The anonymous author claims originality in two regards: that “none 


1 Most of these are the 30 bright stars that Ptolemy uses in his Phases of 
the Fixed Stars. However, for differences between the two lists, see Appendix 
II. Also see Project Hindsight’s forthcoming translation of this work. 

2 It has been conjectured by Boll that these planetary correlations are based 
on the observed color of the planets and the fixed stars respectively. 

VI 



of the men of whom I have spoken 1 translated out of the [purely] 
astronomical the present ‘epochs 2 ' of the non-wandering stars, nor what 
is produced by their mixture.” Although this sentence is obscure, the 
first claim may mean that no one had done a detailed astrological 
interpretation concerning the rising and culminating (or the house 
position generally) of the principal fixed stars, although Ptolemy had 
evidently calculated and tabulated the ecliptical degrees with which they 
co-rise or co-culminate in different latitudes 3 . The second claim 
evidently means that no one as yet had systematically studied the 
combination of the powers of the fixed stars themselves in a given 
nativity 4 . But if some such treatment was part of this present work, it 
unfortunately has not survived. 

The influence of this treatise is somewhat hard to trace. Theophilus 
of Edessa, a Christian astrologer who wrote around the middle of the 
eighth century, made a condensed extract of it, which he bowdlerized 
somewhat. He also seems to have added katarchic interpretations to 
each group of stars. The ninth century Byzantine astrologer mentioned 


1 i.e., his numerous predecessors in the astrological study of the fixed stars, 
the most recent of whom was Ptolemy. 

2 See General Notes on the Translation about the word ‘epoch.’ 

3 At the beginning of the text of Phases (i.e., in the surviving form of this 
text) Ptolemy says, “that is, with what degree of the circle through the middle 
of the zodiac each of the stars in question co-culminates and in all respects 
co-rises and co-sets for each of the inhabited regions...as for all these matters, 
we covered them at greater length in a special section of this treatment, by 
setting out ahead of time, according to each zone, all the aforementioned 
quantities for the different fixed stars of the first and second magnitude that 
make risings and settings in the 5 zones we established right around the middle 
of our inhabited world, zones which differ from one another by one-half hour.” 
This tabulation no longer survives. 

4 In the first chapter of Book III of the Tetrabiblos, Ptolemy says that for 
any meaningful predictive applications using the Fixed stars, they would have 
to be taken in combination. It is interesting that, given his expressed admiration 
for Ptolemy, the anonymous writer did not allow himself to be discouraged by 
Ptolemy’s negative remarks concerning the use of the fixed stars in natal 
analysis. 



above also helped transmit it. Somewhere along the line, perhaps 
through Arabic translations of Theophilus, it came to the attention of 
Abumashar 1 . 

One of the more interesting historical riddles that this work presents 
us with concerns Ptolemy’s own astrological activity. The author says 
explicitly that Ptolemy discussed specific astrological effects of the 
fixed stars (although these must have been different from the 
delineations of stellar risings and settings discussed by the anonymous 
writer himself). This is not done in the Tetrabiblos, or anywhere else 
we know of. As said above, the anonymous writer is evidently deriving 
his information about co-rising and co-culminating from a table in a 
missing portion of the Ptolemaic work now called the Phases. Perhaps 
that is where Ptolemy discussed the individual stars more fully. 

However, there is a striking remark at the end of Book VIII (which 
deals with the fixed stars) of the Almagest , where Ptolemy says that he 
has now dealt sufficiently with such predictions made from the fixed 
stars, and will not go into more detail due to the complexity of the 
subject 2 . Now, prediction has not been discussed at all in Book VIH as 
we have it, or anywhere else in the Almagest. This remark seems totally 
out of place. When we realize that the material now called the Phases 
has a systematic connection to Book VIII of the Almagest , the mystery 
deepens. To our knowledge, this connection has never before been 
analyzed. We will be discussing it more thoroughly when we come to 
our translation of the Phases. 

To return to the present work, the text is written in a relatively 
straightforward run-on Greek style that does not present too many 
difficulties. There is little or no word play, unlike Paulus. 


' See CCAG Vol. 5, p 169. 

2 “More exactly, in the interest of not having missed this opportunity, we 
considered these to be sufficient to indicate the things which are covered in 
such a theory. But on account of the form [ eidos] assembled from such 
predictions [proresis] being so manifold,—not entirely alone because the 
differences of the regions and the inclinations of the zodiac are so very large, 
but also from the very multitude of stars. . . —we deprecated such a waste of 
time for the present, being satisfied in the short run with the things that can be 
grasped each time either from the earlier registers themselves, or from the 
actual disposition of the sphere.” 


vm 



The translation has been made from Volume V, Part I, of the 
Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum, p. 194 ff. Although a 
few excerpts have been translated from it, to the best of our knowledge, 
this is the first complete translation of this fragmentary treatise into any 
modern language. 


General Note 

Epoche. This is a very troublesome word in the present context. In 
modern astronomical language an epoch is a fixed point in time from 
which other times may be reckoned. This meaning does derive from 
similar Greek usage (in Ptolemy’s Almagest and elsewhere), but can 
hardly be intended here. 

The word epoche comes from the verb epecho, which means to 
hold up or hold upon. From the first comes a variety of usages clustered 
around the idea of cessation or pause. From the second may be derived 
the idea of a position occupied. In the context of a discussion of 
precession, Ptolemy calls the positions occupied by the fixed stars at a 
certain time ‘epochs.’ And Plutarch evidently uses the term to refer to 
the position of stars in a natal chart. We suspect that this is close to the 
meaning in the present text. The epoch of the star is its occupancy in 
a certain place—upon one of the pivot points, or even in a given 
“house” such as the ninth. In this translation, we are rendering it as 
“occupancy” on a trial basis. 

Paranatelld. This word simply means to rise alongside. In the present 
context, it means to rise alongside some degree of the zodiac. We have 
translated it as ‘co-rise.’ The modem term ‘parans 1 ’ is an abbreviation 
of the Greek word. 


1 However, as used by modem astrologers, the word has undergone a major 
transformation. ‘Paran’ now includes all ways in which planets or stars can 
cross the several angles at the same time. A modem “paran” may include planet 
A rising, setting, culminating or anti-culminating while B rises, culminates, sets 
or anti-culminates. The original term as used by the Anonymous of 379 and 
other authors, refers only to co-rising. This change in terminology appears to 
have come about through the usage of the Western Sidereal School of Fagan 
and Bradley. [RH] 


ix 



Horonomed. This verb is another synomym for anatello (to rise). In the 
general note to our translation of Paulus’ Introductory Matters, we 
stated that the verb horoskopeo meant to mark the hour, specifically the 
birth hour, and not ‘to view the hour.’ This seems to be confirmed by 
the present synonym horonomed, which quite unequivocally means ‘to 
divide the hour’ and that is how we have translated it. There seems to 
be a slight tendency to favor the word anatello for the rising of a part 
of the ecliptic itself, and to use the words horoskopeo and horonomed 
more for stars which are co-rising at the hour of birth, but this is not 
terribly consistent. 

In general this translation uses the same technical vocabulary as the 
Paulus. For example, for one planet “to look ahead” at another is a 
precise technical term. See the section on Translation Conventions. 


x 



Treatise on the Bright Fixed Stars. 

by an Anonymous Astrological Writer of 379 C.E. 


Astrological Effects 1 of the Occupancy of the Non-wandering 
Stars 

If, then, you should find at a birth that the Moon is coming alongside 2 
one of the bright and notable stars, meaning that it has the same number 
of degrees as they do, and especially if the Moon should run according 
to the same wind 3 as does also the bright star which is near it in 
degrees, they make the births great, bright, most notable, and well off. 
And similarly, if one of the bright stars should mark the birth hour or 
should be rising at the natal hour, or again should be found 
perpendicularly in the Midheaven, or should even be found on upon the 
other pivot points, this will produce those who are esteemed, effective, 
dominant, involved in many affairs, with many possessions, famous or 
feared in cities or regions. And the natives are especially extolled in 
those regions in which also the bright stars are hanging overhead 4 , or 
are co-rising at the time someone is bom, as has been recorded in the 
table. 

When these stars, then, are marking the birth hour or culminating, 
the natives are granted good fortune almost from an early age and in 
their own cities. But if one of the bright stars should be found in the 
setting pivot point at the hour of birth, it will produce prosperity around 
middle age and in a foreign country especially, and they give a bright 
wedding and an advantageous inheritance of wealth through 
[circumstances] more than through female personages. And if one of the 


1 apotelesma. 

2 paraballd. The lexicon says that this means having the same right 
ascension as it. However, having the same ecliptic longitude would seem to be 
more natural here. Cf Book VIII, Chap. 4, Almagest. 

3 anemos. That is, the same latitude. The word literally means ‘wind’, and 
it is not at all clear how it came to also mean ‘latitude’. 

4 epikeimai. Literally, to be laid upon. Here it seems to be used as a 
synomym for culminate. 



bright stars should be found on the subterraneous pivot point at the hour 
favorable for birth, it brings to the native good fortune and prosperity 
in old age, and they prosper from large trusts—for the place is 
invisible—and their deaths are widely noted and much recognized. For, 
from this place we can also understand the birth of the body after death; 
and we spoke of these in connection with the matter of honorable fate. 
For, in general, one who has been bom at the rising of a bright star, or 
also when it is upon a pivot point and the Moon, as we said before, is 
coming alongside one of the bright and notable stars at the hour 
favorable for birth, will have a bright and admirable life. 

Since their natural action 1 and the difference brought about by their 
places 2 is greatest and most wondrous and manifold 3 , we necessarily 
set out the observations made by our predecessors concerning the 
special mixture 4 of each of the non-wandering stars. For, in accordance 
with this mixture, each of them has a kinship 5 to the planets and to a 
mixture of these planets having similar effects 6 . Each mixture is 
capable of the same things and brings about the same things as the 
planets, just as the Compiler himself also says. For it is not only 
necessary to inquire about the blending of the 5 planets and the Sun and 
Moon in relation to each other, but also in relation to the mixtures they 
have in common with the non-wandering stars of the same nature. This 
inquiry must be conducted in accordance with kinships which have been 
observed and demonstrated about their relation to the planets, and 
inscribed in the table, considering that the same qualities are capable of 
and produce the same things. And all in all, we also find this reading 
concerning the non-wandering stars among a few others of the ancients, 
and especially among those philosophizing about this part of 


1 phusike energeia. 

2 topos. The places (or houses) in which the stars may be found. 

3 polutropos. Literally, turning many ways. 

4 idiokrasia. Literally, its own special mixture. 

5 sunoikeiosis. Literally, living together, familiarity. 

6 homoiotropos. Literally, of Iike-tuming, of like manners. 


2 




fore-knowing and about the divine science of numbers. As for those of 
the ancients who set out the knowledge of phenomena and the qualities 
in a manner more scattered and hard to interpret, we, desiring to 
preserve the memory of those who are themselves worthy of the stars, 
have translated from the merely astronomical as many things of use as 
Ptolemy set out in his astronomical art. And we are the first to have 
cultivated a taste for, and given a lasting form to, a more innovative and 
more intelligible delineation 1 of the table, for the total wisdom and 
knowledge of the heavens as follows: 2 

In order that we do not seem to dim the clarity of the table by 
using a lot of verbiage, in what remains we will begin to state the 
effects 3 concerning the active power of each of the non-wandering 
stars, after indeed inscribing in the table the degree number in longitude 
which each of them occupies in the consulship of Olybrius and 
Ausonius, at which time we wrote this book. This is on account of the 
fact that the non-wandering stars move 1 degree into the following 
tropical signs 4 in 100 s years, just as the divine Ptolemy exemplified 6 . 
As far as the kind of mixture each of them has, and what kind of 


1 diagraphe. 

2 The table is lacking in the manuscript. 

3 apoteleo. Clearly, the astrological effects are meant here. 

4 semeion. This is the usual Greek word for a sign or symbol. [Additional 
note by RH] The use of the word ‘tropical’ here as well as the Greek word for 
‘sign’ ('semeion ' as opposed to ‘zoidion’) is quite peculiar. See my introduction 
at the beginning of this work for a discussion of some of the implications of 
this. But here it suffices to notice that the word ‘tropical’ is clearly being used 
to indicate a system of zodiacal signs based on the solstices and equinoxes. 
Normally, however, in Greek astrology, the word ‘tropical’ as regards signs 
refers to Cancer and Capricorn, specifically, as the signs that begin at, or 
contain, the tropics, i.e., the solstices. The reader should note that if the word 
‘tropical’ were omitted the text would still make sense, because precession does 
move stars into the “following” signs. 

3 This is Ptolemy’s erroneous value for the precessional constant. 

6 hupodeiknumi. 
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latitude or wind it occupies, we always set out these matters in 
accordance with what he has handed down, omitting nothing of the 
teaching in the table. But it remains that we make a beginning of the 
delineation 1 of the table. 

As many men, then, as are bom when Spica is rising (the bright 
star on the left hand of Virgo), which is on the 29th degree of Virgo in 
the zodiac itself; or again, when the bright star of Lyra marks the birth 
hour, which co-rises with the 20th degree of Sagittarius; or similarly, 
when the bright star on the mouth of the south half of the great Pisces 
is rising, which co-rises with the 10th degree of Aquarius; or again, if 
the bright star of Cygnus should mark the birth hour, which co-rises 
with the 12th degree of Leo; or the bright star of northern Corona, 
which co-rises with the 16th degree of Libra—since each of them is a 
mixture of Aphrodite and Hermes, if it should happen to divide the birth 
hour, it makes those so bom not only notable, well-off, and esteemed, 
but also learned, philosophical, eloquent, creative, knowing, 
well-disposed, fond of the arts, clever, artistic, devoted to pleasure, 
surrounded by luxury, of good cheer; also sagacious, intelligent, always 
on target, likely to succeed, almost self-taught, and generally extolled 
in speeches for virtue or practical wisdom, zealous for virtues, clear and 
charming of speech, beloved and accommodating in disposition, serious, 
critical, and high-minded. 

But sometimes it also makes them promiscuous and fickle in their 
sexual pleasures. This is true when Ares is above the earth in the east, 
looking ahead at one of these places which is dividing the birth hour. 
And if Ares should be upon a pivot point, those so bom are also 
entangled in things on account of legal matters or certain of their 
desires, especially if Hermes should divide the birth hour while Ares is 
so positioned. But if both Aphrodite and Ares should be found in a 
subterraneous place when one of these stars divides the birth hour, or 
also if they should be found in the setting pivot point, they make 
temperaments from the opposites which are either religious, or impotent 
in matters of love, or able to have but few children, or prone to 
begeting female offspring. For a great difference results from the 
position of Aphrodite and Ares on the pivot points. If Kronos should 
fasten onto some one of these same 5 bright stars which is dividing the 
birth hour, those experienced in medicine and prognostic will be made, 


huphegesis. 



highly learned in secret matters and books or initiations. But if Zeus 
should look ahead at one of the 5 bright stars I have mentioned which 
is dividing the birth hour, he furnishes greater good fortune, renown, 
dominion, hegemony. 

And some of these stars will confer different benefits from these. 
The bright star Spica makes hierophants, greatly honored priests, 
philosophers, interpreters of certain sacred rites, especially for those 
bom around Greece. And when Spica is so found for female births it 
makes priestesses of the goddesses Demeter (or Meter), Persephone or 
Isis, or experts in hierophantic matters, mysteries, or sacrifices, or those 
who avoid certain meats and those are greatly succored by the gods. But 
if the bright star of Corona should mark the birth hour or be 
culminating, it makes those who are esteemed, with a right to crowns, 
arch-priests, friends of kings and strong of body and famous and loved 
by many. And if the bright star of the southern half of Pisces should 
mark the birth hour, it makes those who have too few children, or have 
them late, or have only female children, or none at all, but it makes 
them rather eloquent and quite well-shaped. 

And again, if someone should be bom when the bright star on the 
heart of Leo is rising, which is in the circle of the zodiac itself upon the 
20th degree 1 of Leo, or when Arcturus 2 marks the birth hour, which 
co-rises with the 30th degree of Virgo, or when the bright star of A uila 
is co-rising, which co-rises with the 7th degree of Capricorn; or again, 
if someone should be brought into the world when Antares marks the 
birth hour, which is in the zodiac itself upon the 15th degree of 
Scorpio—since each of these is a mixture of Zeus and Ares, when it 
divides the hour or is rising at the hour favorable for birth, or also when 
it is culminating, it makes those who are so bom esteemed, fit for 


1 This position is an error even given the astronomy of the time. The value 
should be the fifth degree of Leo. It is almost certainly a copyist eiror as the 
Grepk numeral five is an epsilon e’, while the Greek words for ‘twenty’, 
‘eikosi’ and ‘twentieth’, ‘eikostos’, also begin with epsilon. It is clear that 
some copyist saw the epsilon not as a numeral but as an abbreviation for 
‘eikostos’. The editors of the Greek text seem to concur with this idea.’(RH) 

2 After the word ‘Arcturus’, the Greek has e tou Arktophulakos. This is a 
name for the constellation Bootes, but here it seems to be used as a synonym 
for Arcturus, since -ouros and -phulax both mean guard. 
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command, men who organize and administrate districts and cities and 
nations, formidable men, leaders, generals, controlling, excited, 
independent, outspoken, contentious, effective, fond of intrigue, manly, 
likely to overcome, the scourge of their enemies, with many possessions 
and great wealth, great-souled and honor-loving, but not always coming 
to a good end; there results also men fond of hunting and of horses, and 
connoisseurs or owners of quadrupeds. 

And similarly again, if someone should be bom when the bright 
star in the left tip of the toe of Orion should be rising, which co-rises 
with the 23th degree of Taurus; or when the middle star of the three in 
his belt is rising, which co-rises with the 30th degree of Taurus; or also 
when the one in the right shoulder of Auriga is rising, which co-rises 
with the 5th degree of Gemini; or also when the one down from the 
knee of Sagittarius rises, which is right in the zodiac upon the 19th 
degree of the same Sagittarius; or also when the bright star in the 
Gorgon of Perseus is rising, which co-rises with the 2nd degree of 
Taurus—since they are a mixture of Zeus and Kronos, when they mark 
the hour for a birth, as we have said before, they make those who have 
these stars so positioned become men who have many possessions and 
great wealth, those who make acquisitions in different regions and 
cities, those who are fond of husbandry and building. But if the Moon 
should look ahead at one of the bright stars we have just been speaking 
about while they are marking the birth hour or culminating in the day, 
it makes those who become good in their habits and do honor to their 
elders, noble-minded, generous, forbearing, prudent, fond of their 
relatives. And again, particularly when the star upon the knee of 
Sagittarius and the one upon the right shoulder of Auriga are either 
rising or marking the birth hour or culminating at the perpendicular, 
they make those who are tenders of quadrupeds or furnishers of 
chariots 1 , or even those who are themselves concerned with the driving 
of horses or holding the reins 2 . 


1 The Greek word for the constellation Auriga is Enichos, which means 
‘charioteer’. 

2 It will be noted here and in the descriptions that follow, that the 
delineations do not go into detail about the combination of the stars with the 
planets, as they did in the first section. This may indicate much more missing 
text. 
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And if someone should be brought into the world while Siri us is 
rising, which co-rises with the 20th degree of Gemini; or when the star 
upon the head of the following twin of the Gemini is marking the birth 
hour, which is in the zodiac upon the 29th degree of Gemini 
itself—since they are a mixture of Ares [and Kronos 1 ], when they are 
either rising or marking the hour for a birth, and especially when it is 
nocturnal, they make those who are bom thus fit to rule, awesome, 
energetic, venturesome, unruly, high-spirited, willful, despotic, those 
who take a front place in battles, of good repute. When they mark the 
hour for a diurnal birth, they make those who are insolent, coarse, 
merciless, precipitate, rapacious, agitated, drunken. But if they should 
culminate, they make those who are quite eloquent and merciful, but 
they do not always come to a good end. 

Similarly again, if someone should be bom when the star in the 
northern claw of Scorpio should be rising, which is in the zodiacal 
circle itself upon the 25th degree of Libra; or when the star upon the 
head of the preceding twin of the Gemini should be rising—since both 
are a mixture of Zeus and Hermes, when they are marking the birth 
hour they make those so bom fond of talking, erudite, good at public 
speaking, poetic, fond of the arts, of beauty, and of popular attention, 
right on the mark, of good [mental] constitution, curious to a fault, 
dignified, pious, religious, good at business, well known, or those who 
are greatly fortunate from receiving presents of gold and silver and 
other such things, and those who are more generous with their 
contributions. This is especially for a diurnal birth. For, when these stars 
are dividing the hour for a nocturnal birth, they will make those who 
make a pretence to wisdom, who are boastful, studied, and hypocritical, 
but erudite, with good memory, didactic, and pure in their desires. 

And if the star in the preceding shoulder of Orion should mark the 
hour for a birth, which co-rises with the 27th degree of Taurus; or 
Procyon, which co-rises with the [2nd 2 ] degree of Cancer; or the star 
in the right shoulder of Orion, which co-rises with the [2nd] degree of 


1 This is supplied from a later Byzantine paraphrase. Kronos is actually 
omitted from the text as supplied here. [RH] 

2 This position is supplied by the editor of the Greek text. 
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Gemini, ***' or the star common to Pegasus and Andromeda, which 
co-rises with the 21st degree of Pisces—since they are a mixture of 
Ares and Hermes, they make those who have them thus, especially for 
nocturnal births, good at command, wondrously clever, active, versatile, 
sophistical, curious to a fault, eloquent, shrill-voiced, deceivers, 
successful, not to be seduced, but keen and insatiable in their desires, 
those who are corrupters of children and virgins, and forsworn. But 
when these stars mark the hour for diurnal births, they make them 
daring, coarse, regretful, liars, thieves, godless, unfriendly, impostors, 
those who court applause, those who are insolent, murderous, forgers, 
cheats 2 , homicides, and sometimes those who do not come to a good 
end, especially, as I said before 3 , for a nocturnal birth. 

Similarly, if the star upon the right foot of Centaurus should be 
found to be rising at the hour favorable for birth, which co-rises with 
the 11th degree of Libra; or the last star of Eridanus, which co-rises 
with the 3rd degree of Aries—since both are mixtures of Zeus and 
Aphrodite, when they are rising at the natal hour they make those so 
bom pure, devoted to pleasure, fond of beauty and of the arts, 
munificent, religious, prudent, fond of listening, good at counseling, 
great-souled [in noble matters], considerate, those who are decent in 
their sexual pleasures and have great good fortune from female persons, 
fond of fame, fine and good, but rather yellow-haired, shapely, and with 
a soft body, especially if these stars should look ahead at the Moon. 

And if someone should be bom when the bright star in the tail of 
Leo should be marking the birth hour, which is upon the 27th degree of 
Leo; or the star upon his loins, which is upon its 17th degree; or again, 
when the bright star of Hydra should mark the birth hour, which 
co-rises with the 3rd degree of Leo—since these are a mixture of 
Kronos and Aphrodite, when they are rising at the natal hour they make 


' Manuscript confusion here. This may be the place where there is a star 
missing as there are only 28 stars delineated in the treatise plus Canopus which 
is not delineated because it never rises at the latitude of Rome. See page 10, 
note 1. [RH] 

2 Or possibly sorcerers. 

3 He has not actually said this before. More evidence of corrupt text in this 
section! 



those so bom fortunate, with many possessions, and most notable, but 
passionate, foul-doers, or effeminate in speech, furthermore, also fond 
of dance, but foul-mouthed concerning sexual pleasures; and those who 
when they are advanced in age partake in certain priestly services, those 
who are held in honor because of religious practice or self-control, those 
who abstain from certain meats and are expert in certain secret books. 
They also come to love the beauty 1 of the heavens, but they have rather 
grey or bluish-grey eyes, which are well-shaped in the face. 

And when the bright star of the Hyades is rising at the time 
favorable for birth, which also lies in the zodiacal circle itself upon the 
15th degree of Taurus, since it is a mixture of Ares and Aphrodite, and 
in the house of Aphrodite, it makes those so bom very fortunate and 
wealthy and those who organize or administrate districts and cities. For 
just as the star itself and the position of the Hyades in the whole 
cosmos is the star most easily recogrtized by all men, or actually is 
more brilliant, so those who are bom when the bright star of the Hyades 
is rising or marking the birth hour become the most esteemed, the most 
notable, and richer than other men. It causes the same things when, with 
its co-rising or its marking of the birth hour, it should have the same 
number of degrees as the Moon. All this is especially true since this star 
alone has double the power of the other stars. For, when it is rising, the 
bright star of Antares at the same degree, standing diametrically 
opposed to it upon the 15th degree of Scorpio, and both are in the 
zodiacal circle itself. Thus, then, the natives are able to become great 
and famous in the setting parts of the inhabited world as well as in the 
rising parts and all the other zones. 

And Antares itself, when it is found on the setting pivot point itself 
in the place pertinent to marriage, makes, as we said in the beginning, 
great good fortune and inheritances through female personages.. For 
women, when they are so bom, become admired by all and quite 
wealthy, but are not long-lived, since Antares itself sets immediately, as 
we have said, when it is found in the place pertinent to marriage. And 
when the bright star of the Hyades is marking the birth hour, since it 
has the productive power of the action of Ares and Aphrodite, it makes 
those so bom wrathful, quite hot-headed in respect of the desires and 


1 The Greek word also means metaphorically “the blue of the heavens.” 
This is a comparison to the rather homely (to an Egyptian) color of the eyes 
that are referred to next. 


9 



versatile in respect of sexual pleasures. For, when the place of the 
Hyades is itself rising or marking the birth hour from the 11th to the 
15th degree, it makes them by nature passionate in relation to pleasures, 
and rather remarkable, with a beautiful neck. 

We found these things by being observant and working for a long 
time, since often, even though none of the theories is found to be good 
for births—the lights may not be upon a pivot point and may even be 
declining, or the benefics may not be upon a pivot point—we see great 
and most prosperous births, which we were not able to understand apart 
from those bright stars co-culminating with the pivot points or with the 
Moon. For this reason, we set out the differences and actions of the 
bright and notable stars, excepting only Canopus, since it is quite 
southerly and almost does not appear in these parts, as my inquiry is 
being conducted in the zone through Rome. 

We, then, following the teaching of the divine Ptolemy, have dared 
to excerpt for our own use matters concerning the action and the quality 
of the 30 1 non-wandering stars. And in order that we should make 
remembrance of those who wrote before him concerning the [phases] 
of the non-wandering stars, and concerning the power of the stars rising 
alongside the ecliptic 2 , we will set forth these: The Babylonians and the 
Chaldeans, then, were just about the first to discover the knowledge of 
phenomena, as far as we knew from our progenitors. For Apollonius the 
Myndion and Artemidorus write accounts *** [lacuna]. And Berosus 
and those following wrote about them. And the ancestors of our 
Egyptians bore them in mind and made predictions 3 concerning them, 
from whom Hermes first arose and wrote in his cosmic predictions 
concerning the annual rising of the Sirius, and Nechao and Cerasphorus, 
and Petosirus and Nechepso, and some others wrote about them in a 
different zone, and especially Timaeus and Asclation. And those bom 


1 Actually only 29 stars including Canopus are referred to in the text as we 
have it. It is possible that a complete star delineation was lost in the section 
where the text was corrupt and confused. From a later manscript there is a 
reference to the shoulder of Pegasus as being one of the stars in this section. 
Alpha Pegasi or Markab. See figure 23 of Appendix III. 

2 paranatellonta. 

3 apoteleo. 
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later, being indebted to these compilers, observed in many different 
places both many risings and settings and the other indicators of them, 
which they made in all sorts of zones, and they recorded what was 
produced by the activity of these stars nearly every day. These were 
Meton and Apollinarius and Euctemon in Athens, and Dositheus in 
Ionia, and Callipus in Hellespont, and Philippus in Peloponnesia and 
Phocis and Locris, Hipparchus in Bithnyia. And collections are carried 
in each treatise of the aforementioned men concerning the [power] of 
the non-wandering stars and what was produced by their activity. If, 
then, these stars turn the mixture of the air a certain amount when they 
rise and make other phases, they are all the more able to act on us and 
produce prosperity and adversity, sometimes even death when the 
releasing 1 bodies make contact with them. And Antiochus and Valens 
and Antigonus and Heraiscos and certain others wrote many and 
different things Concerning their power, even as many as are rolled up 
in their treatises. And Serapio and Ptolemy bom after him made 
predictions with them. But none of the men of whom I have spoken 
translated out of the [merely] astronomical the occupancies 2 of the 
non-wandering stars'which are of the moment 3 , nor what is produced 
by their mixture 4 . 

We, then, having made our notes concerning the specific power and 
activity of the non-wandering and bright stars, and having made a 
reasonable natural inquiry about them as far as possible, will now 
record the powers of the deficient stars, as well as what they produce. 


1 aphetikos. 

2 epoche. 

3 tas nun auton ousas epochas. 

4 The reader should note that little or nothing of these authors survive. The 
barbarians won this round! [RH] 
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Concerning the Passionate 1 Places or Limbs of the Enigmatical 
Signs Aries, Taurus, Leo, Capricorn 


And there are some other places in the zodiacal circle, in certain limbs 
of the zoidia, where there are neither any stars of the first magnitude 
nor any of the second, but rather some of the deficient class. These 
have a sufficient and nearly unchangeable power, and have made for 
singular observation concerning the affective 2 part of the soul and 
concerning bodily injuries. For first, as many men or women as are 
bom when the foreparts or the face of Scorpio are rising or dividing the 
hour about the 13th and 14th degrees, and when the hind parts about the 
25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th degree are so doing; and when the Hyades or 
the face of Taurus about the 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th degrees are so 
doing; and further when the hind parts of Leo from the 25th degree to 
the 30 degree are so doing; and when the face or snout of Capricorn 
about the 11th and 12th degrees is so doing—all these men and women 
meet with passions of the soul and licentiousness. For, when these stars 
are dividing the hour and rising, as we said before, they make those 
who are so bom be licentious, not only in relation to women, but even 
in relation to children, and it makes them take delight in unnatural 
pleasures, either in sensuous and menstruating and foul-doing 3 women, 
or it perverts women themselves who are so bom in unseemly ways, or 
it leads them to take delight in the foul-doing 4 of men. For when the 
minds of men and women are distracted from the unalterable course of 
the stars to sexual intercourse, they miss the mark through the appetite 
of sexual desire when they make a different use of such things and of 
unnatural pleasures. 

But if the star of Aphrodite should be found in these same 
enigmatical zoidia (Aries, Taurus, Leo, or Capricorn) when it is being 
regarded by Ares or Kronos, and, as we said before, it is in the limbs 
or parts of the zoidia which excite the passions, it diverts those who are 


1 empathes. 

1 pathetikos. That is, capable of feeling. 

3 Euphemism for fellatio. 

4 More euphemisms. 
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so born into shameful passions. And whether these passions are hidden 
or conspicuous is shown by the risings and settings of the stars causing 
them—I mean Aphrodite and Ares, or Aphrodite and Kronos. 

It is especially when they are configured in a contrary manner, that 
is, as squares or diameters, or whenever one of them should mark the 
birth hour, or culminate, that they show the desires of such people to be 
very conspicuous and notorious. For, it cannot happen 
otherwise—except at first—with using unnatural pleasures for the desire 
corresponding to the passion and the necessary gratification of one’s 
demon 1 than that one wickedly gives ear to die desires; and it cannot 
happen otherwise that some await confinement, entanglements, 
penalties, hatreds, and sentence, unless the star of Zeus, looking ahead 
at the star of Aphrodite from some place or other, should draw off a 
part of the afflictions. 

Or again, when these planets are either in concealment under the 
Sun or setting, and especially when this is true of the star of Aphrodite, 
they show those who are secretive and have a certain pretence, or even 
the ill-fortunes of those who heed their licentiousness or their desires, 
but have protections against making fully manifest their disgraceful 
conduct in these matters. Whence also they show the women themselves 
to be rubbers 2 and those who make shameful advances toward men. 

For of necessity, those who are nearly purblind in their desires do 
the intellect an injustice. For, since the desire arises uncontrollably in 
them in respect of their passions, both the emptying of the desires and 
behaving with absolute licentiousness arise. We comprehend some such 
power in respect of the combination of the stars. 

And if Ares, together with Aphrodite, should together be regarded 
from behind by the malefics in the morning, they will make those who 
are so bom greater rascals and those who openly behave disgracefully 
and with every impudence. And oftentimes these people behave 
licentiously not only toward men and women, but also toward irrational 
animals, for example, quadrupeds or some others. But if the star of 
Aphrodite should be found upon the subterraneous or setting pivot point 


1 daimon. [Additional by RH] Usually in translations from the Greek, the 
word contains none of the evil qualities associated with it by Christianity. Here 
it might. [RH] 

2 Evidently a term for masturbators. 
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while it is regarded by Ares or Kronos, or Ares himself should be found 
thus in the setting degrees, and especially in the servile zoidia , as I said 
before 1 , they make eunuchs, eunuch chamberlains, or those who err 
from the mark, those who are barren, or those who abstain from sexual 
pleasures because of religious service, those who fear the gods, and 
those who are blameworthy in their sexual pleasures. 


Concerning the Injurious Degrees or Places Which Are 
Damaging to the Eyes 

Many of our predecessors, then, have indicated that the destructive 
planets wound the eyes when they oppose or square the lights, or even 
when they are conjunct with them in the post-ascensional degrees or 
zoidia. This is especially so if Saturn is in this condition at a nocturnal 
birth looking ahead at a waning Moon; or again, if Ares does so in a 
diumal situation when the Moon is waxing. This is also true if they 
should conjoin, oppose, or square, since even when the malefics are 
lying upon a pivot point, if the lights are being carried up to them, 
Kronos, according as it precedes, will nevertheless bring injury through 
cataract or chilling to those who suffer so. And Ares causes blindness 
from a blow, stroke, iron implement, fire, or flux of heat; but when it 
is configured with Hermes and regards the Sun or the Moon, according 
as it precedes, it causes blindness in the wrestling school or the 
gymnasium, or by the attacks of criminals. 

And some of the ancients set out these things, which we ourselves 
can testify to. But there are also other places of the limbs of the zoidia 
having cloud-like clusters composed of small and almost invisible 
stars 2 , which have made for singular observation. If the Moon should 
be found to be situated upon these when it is under bond, and especially 
when it is in power 3 or marks the birth hour, or also if the Sun is so 


1 There is no such discussion in the extant text. 

2 nebulae. 

3 dunamai. According to Antiochus, “Each one of the planets is said to be 
in power whenever it should happen to be in its own house, exaltation, 
boundaries, proper phase, configuration, or in some more vigorous place of the 
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situated, even without the malefics looking ahead at them, they harm the 
eyes or make them dim. 

And especially about the small cloud of Cancer, which is from the 
11th degree up to the 14th, and upon the Pleiades of Taurus from the 
4th degree up to the 6th, and upon the arrow of Sagittarius, which is 
about its 7th degree, and upon the cloud-like cluster at the eye of 
Sagittarius, which is about its 18th degree, or also upon the stinger of 
Scorpio, which is about its 30th degree, and upon the mane of Leo, 
upon the south part about the 27th degree, and upon the north one 
[about the degree of Virgo about the 30th degree], and upon the pitcher 
of Aquarius from the 17th degree to the 18th, and upon the spike of 
Capricorn, which is about the 25th and 28th degrees.* 

If Kronos or Ares should look ahead at either the Moon or the Sun 
when the latter are upon these places, and one of these malefics should 
be found upon a pivot point upon one of the degrees I have spoken of 
before, and should be entangled 1 in the lights, especially when it is 
lying upon the setting place or the Horoskopos, those who are bom 
injure their eyes permanently. This happens if neither Zeus nor 
Aphrodite should look ahead at the stars which are responsible, or the 
places and decans which may also be responsible. These we set out in 
the table, just as the book of Hermes also contains them, in which he 
wrote about most iatromathematical matters, since when the malefics are 
lying upon the decans themselves, they assail with suffering and injury 
concerning those parts which each of the decans rules. This is especially 
true if Kronos at a nocturnal birth and Ares with a diurnal disposition 
rule over the injurious place at the birth. For in that case they make the 
injuries conspicuous and the sufferings hard to get rid of. 

But when those malefics which assail with suffering are 


twelve-placement.” 

' enechd. This may mean containment by the lights. According to 
Antiochus, “there is containment [emperischesis] whenever two planets should 
have one mean according to any figure whatever, with no other planet among 
those in the middle hurling rays within 7 degrees ahead or behind. 
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predominated by 1 the benefics, or have rays cast at them by the 
benefics (I mean Zeus, Aphrodite, or Hermes), they make a protector 
beyond reproach, and they make the sufferings moderate and easily 
alleviated. And at times the sufferings are easy to get rid of, especially 
if one of the benefics, when it is rising, should look ahead at the place 
responsible. For the star of Zeus is accustomed to conceal the injuries 
through the abundance of wealth and through human assistance, as well 
as to soothe the sufferings. And when Hermes, along with Zeus, is 
scrutinizing in any way whatever the decans or places I have mentioned, 
they remove or soothe the afflictions with the help of physicians and the 
friendship 2 of sorcerers 3 . And when the star of Aphrodite should look 
ahead at the responsible places in the morning, it contrives that the 
injuries are not disfiguring, and it treats the sufferings through the pleas 
of gods, through oracles, amulets, expiatory sacrifice, or certain prayers. 
And when the star of Hermes alone looks ahead at a malefic star which 
is out of sect, being itself well positioned, it brings to those who have 
it thus certain aids, or even a means of livelihood through the injury or 
sufferings themselves. 

In particular, some zoidia and some of the non-wandering stars, 
when they are found by degree in the place of the gods 4 or in the 
subterraneous place 5 , or even when they mark the birth hour, bring to 
the natives great assistance through the manifestation of gods or through 


1 kathuperteresis. This was a word that troubled us in the Paulus translation. 
We now see that it means having a position ahead of another star in the order 
of the zoidia, and this is regarded as a superior position, perhaps because it can 
hurl its rays back at another planet. 

2 sunaslria. 

3 pharmakos. 

4 The ninth place (house in modem terminology). [RH] 

5 The fourth place (house). [RH] 


16 



dreams 1 . And when Scorpio is found thus, especially about the 27th 
degree where the bright star of Ophiuchus is, it treats those who are so 
bom through the manifestation of Asclepius 2 or Serapis 3 or their 
power, or the friendship of physicians. And when the bright star Spica, 
which is about the 28th degree of Virgo, is found thus, being under the 
rays, it effects health through the Mother of Gods 4 , Kore 5 , or 
Aphrodite 6 . And when the bright star upon the head of the preceding 
twin of Gemini, which is about its 26th degree, is found prior to the 7th 
degree in the place of the gods or in the subterraneous pivot point, or 
is found to mark the birth hour, it causes succor through Hermes, 


1 I believe that we have here an extremely important principle, however 
casually the Anonymous may be introducing it. Symbolism associated with the 
ninth place (house) describes not only the “higher mind,” to use modem 
terminology, but also the specific deities or image figures through which 
information may be brought to the native in a spiritual vision. The fourth place 
(house) has the same characteristic. However, the word order in the text 
suggests that the fourth place signifies that the vision comes through dreams 
rather than waking visions. Presumably stars that “mark the birth hour” can 
indicate visions of either type, although that is not spelled out. Psychotherapists 
and persons of a more magical bent might want to take notice of this section. 
[RH] 

2 Ancient Greek god of medicine. However, his name, like Hermes, was 
often applied to an Egyptian deity, Imhotep son of Ptah, also a god of healing 
and craft. Ophiuchus or the Serpentary has commonly been identified as being 
Asclepius. [RH] 

5 Serapis, or Sarapis, originally the Egyptian god Osor-Hapi, Greek 
Osarapis, was a popular god throughout the Mediterrean world. Serapis has 
some connection with Apis, the bull, but became in later antiquity a god of the 
Sun, and of fertility and healing. [RH] 

4 Demeter. 

5 Persephone. 

6 Clearly Spica is to be associated with benevolent goddesses in general. 
[RH] 
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Telesphoros 1 , or Apollo 2 . And when the bright star in the following 
twin of Gemini, which is upon the its 29th degree, is found thus, and 
especially in nocturnal births, it brings assistance or manifestation 
through Heracles 3 , or [in diumal births] through the Dioscuri 4 . And 
when the bright star Sirius 3 co-rises with the 20th degree of Gemini 
and is found in the places I have mentioned, and especially in nocturnal 
births, it brings assistance and manifestation from Hecate, or Ares 
himself, or Anubis, or even through offerings, fire, blood, or expiatory 
sacrifices, and the bright star of Lyra through Apollo or Hermes 5 6 . And 
the bright stars upon the horns of Capricorn, and the Haedi 7 and the 
Goat, when they are found upon the places I have mentioned earlier, 
cause assistance or manifestation through Pan or through Hermes, 
especially if one of the benefics should look ahead at the aforesaid 
places. 

When each of the planets is found to be in accord with its proper 
nature upon the places clarified above, and especially when the benefics 
are so found, they cause assistance and manifestation in accordance with 
the powers of their own natures. And indeed, Kronos in a diumal birth 
brings his own aid, and his own eyes or eyes through Hades and 


1 A deity worshipped along with Asclepius and Hygeia. 

2 Conventionally associated with Pollux and an alternate name for the star. 
[RH] 

3 Conventionally associated with Pollux and an alternate name for the star. 
[RH] 


4 The Dioscuri are the twins of the Gemini according to Greco-Roman 
tradition. [RH] 

5 The material that follows suggests that Sirius had some connection with 
death and the underworld. According to Allen in Star Names: Their Lore and 
Meaning, there are such associations. [RH] 

6 Apollo and Hermes are both associated with the lyre. [RH] 

7 Eta and Zeta Aurigae, also known as the “kids.” 



Poseidon, and brings treatment from counteraction 1 and special plants 
and other things. But when it is ill-positioned in nocturnal births, it 
brings [treatment] from the faces 2 of those who are dead, or the signs 3 
of women, or from the fear of the gods. And Ares brings the things that 
are appropriate to his nature, benefits and fears to those bom at night, 
the opposite and harms to those bom in the day. 

********* 


1 antipatheia. 

2 prosopos. 

3 episema. 
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Appendix I — Translation Conventions 


The following words consistently translate the indicated Greek word. 

ruler, rulership: oikodespotes, oikodespoteia 
ruler: kurios 

master, mastership: despotes, despoteia 

-lord: -krator (as in horatokrator, lord of boundaries) 

-steward: -dektor (as in oikodektor, steward of the house) 

zoidion: zoidion (See General Note in Paulus Alexandrinus.) 
place: topos (See General Note in Paulus Alexandrinus.) 

sect: hairesis 
boundaries: horia 
face: prosopon 

trigon: trigonon, i.e triplicity. 
house: oikos 
dwelling: oikoter 
exaltation: hupsoma 
depression: tapeinoma 

figure: schema 
to figure: schematizo 
to configure: suschematizo 

to come to the attention of (by application, etc): hupodedeiktai 

to contemplate: theoreo 

to regard: epitheoreo 

to scrutinize: katopteuo 

to testify or bear witness to: epimarturo 

All four of the above words appear to refer to aspect relationships. The 
words theoreo and katopteuo refer to aspects in either direction, i.e., 
into preceding and succeeding signs. However, katopteuo seems to have 
a negative overtone suggesting that it refers particularly to difficult 
aspects. The word epitheoreo is limited to aspects into the succeeding 
signs but, like theoreo, can refer to both difficult and good aspects. 
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horoskopos: horoskopos 

to mark the birth-hour: horoskopeo 

to divide the hour: Horonomeo See the General Note to this volume, 
midheaven: mesouranema 
to culminate: mesouraneo 

pivot: kentron 

pre-ascension: proanophora 
post-ascension: epanophora 
decline: apoklima 

rise: anatello 
set: duned 

co-rise: paranatello See General Note in this volume. 

ascend, (of nodes): anabibazo 
descend, (of nodes): katabibazd 
contact: kollesis 
application: sunaphe 
separation: apporoia 

circumambulation: peripatos 

degree: moira (See General Note in Paulus Alexandrinus.) 
monomoiria: monomoiria (See the sections in Paulus Alexandrinus on 
monomoiria.) 

crisis: klimakter 

to take delight in, rejoice: chairo.) 
to have dealings with: chrematizo 

Such dealings evidently include any or all of the administrative or 
governing functions (i.e., dispositions) performed by the planetary ruler, 
master, lord or steward. Possibly the planet’s role as spear bearer, and 
any configuration it enters into. 

illustration: hupodeigma 
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A somewhat irregular word for ‘example’, that has just a trace of ‘sign’ 
or ‘token.’ 

image: eikon 

Another irregular word for example that may have the sense of a 
visualization. 

occupancy: Epoche See the General Note in this volume, 
under bond: sundesmos. 

Literally, that which ties together. Evidently a more general kind of 
connection than conjunction (sunodos). See Paulus, Chapter 35. 
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Appendix II 

The Thirty Fixed Stars as Identified by Ptolemy in the Phases. 


There are 15 stars of the 1st magnitude: 

The star called Capella, the bright star of Lyra, Arcturus, the star on the 
heart of Leo, the star on the tail of Leo, the bright star of the Hyades, 
Procyon, the star in the following shoulder of Orion, Spica [Virginis], 
the star common to Eridanus and the foot of Orion, Dog-star, the bright 
star of the southern half of the Pisces, the last star of Eridanus, the 
so-called Canopus, the star in the right fore frog of the Centaur’s hoof. 

There are another 15 of the 2nd magnitude: 

The bright star of Perseus, the star in the following shoulder of Auriga, 
the bright star of [Cygnus], the bright star of Corona, the star on the 
head of the preceding Twin, the star on the head of the following Twin, 
the star common to Pegasus and Andromeda, the bright star of Aquila, 
the star in the preceding shoulder of Orion, the bright star of Hydra, the 
bright star of the northern half of Libra, the middle star of the belt of 
Orion, the bright star of the southern half of Libra, Antares, the star 
down on the knee of Sagittarius. 

[Additional by RH] The list from Ptolemy above and the Anonymous’ 
list are not quite identical. The following list tabulates the identities and 
differences. 


Bright star of Lyra. Both Lists 

Arcturus. Both Lists 

Heart of Leo. Both Lists 

Tail of Leo. Both Lists 

Bright star of Hyades. Both Lists 

Procyon . Both Lists 

Following shoulder of Orion. Both Lists 

Spica [Virginis]. Both Lists 

Common to Eridanus and foot of Orion . Both Lists 

Dog-star. Both Lists 

Bright star southern half of the Pisces . Both Lists 

Last star of Eridanus . Both Lists 
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Right fore frog of Centaur’s hoof . Both Lists 

Bright star of Perseus in Ptolemy.Algol in Anonymous 

Following shoulder of Auriga . Both Lists 

Bright star of [Cygnus]. Both Lists 

Bright star of Corona. Both Lists 

Head of the preceding Twin . Both Lists 

Head of the following Twin . Both Lists 

Star common to Pegasus and Andromeda. Both Lists 

Bright star of Aquila . Both Lists 

Star preceding shoulder of Orion. Both Lists 

Bright star of Hydra .. Both Lists 

Bright star of northern half of Libra. Both Lists 

Middle star of belt of Orion . Both Lists 

Antares. Both Lists 

Star down on knee of Sagittarius. Both Lists 

Star upon Leo’s Loins . Anonymous Only 

Markab..Anonymous Only 1 

Capella.Ptolemy Only 

Bright star of southern half of Libra.Ptolemy Only 

Canopus.Ptolemy Only 


1 See page 10, note 1. 
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Appendix III 

Summary of the Fixed Stars Mentioned in Anonymous 
and 

Star Maps 

Compiled by Robert Hand 

The following tabulation summarizes the fixed stars referred to in the 
text along with their modem names and designation. The longitudes are 
taken directly from the text 1 . We have used the star catalog from 
Ptolemy’s Almagest as translated and commented upon by G.J. 
Toomer 2 as a reference. See also Star Names: Their Lore and Meaning, 
by Richard Hinckley Allen 3 and The Fixed Stars and Constellations in 
Astrology by Vivian Robson 4 . 

I. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Aphrodite and Hermes 

1. The bright star on the left hand of Virgo, Alpha Virginis, Spica, 29th 

degree of Virgo. See figure 16. " 

2. The bright star of Lyra, Alpha Lyrae, Ve^a, co-rises with the 20th 

degree of Sagittarius. See figure 21. 

3. The bright star on the mouth of the south half of the great Pisces, 

Alpha Piscis Australis, Fomalhaut, co-rises with the 10th degree of 
Aquarius 5 . See figure 22. 


1 Therefore they should not be used as a guide in modem work. The co¬ 
rising degrees are especially severely affected and cannot be corrected by a 
simple precession correction. These require modem table completely 
recomputed. 

2 Ptolemy’s Almagest, trans. G.J. Toomer, Springer Verlag: New York, 
1984, pp. 341-399. 

3 Dover, 1963. 

4 op. cit. page iv, note 1. 

5 The text here must refer to Piscis Australis as there is no star that fits that 
description in either of the two northern pisces. Also the two groups of fish 
have always been associated with each other. 
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4. The bright star of Cygnus, Alpha Cygni, variously called Deneb 

Adige, Deneb Cygni, or Arided, co-rises with the 12th degree of 
Leo. See figure 21. 

5. The bright star of northern Corona, Alpha Coronae Borealis, 

Alphecca, co-rises with the 16th degree of Libra. See figure 17. 

//. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Zeus and Ares. 

6. The bright star on the heart of Leo, Alpha Leonis, Regulus, the 20th 

degree 1 of Leo. See figure 14. 

7. Alpha Bootis, Arcturus, co-rises with the 30th degree of Virgo. See 

figure 17. 

8. The bright star of Aquila, Alpha Aquilae, Alt air, co-rises with the 7th 

degree of Capricorn. See figure 20. 

9. Alpha Scorpii, Antares, the 15th degree of Scorpio. See figure 18. 

III. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Zeus and Kronos. 

10. The bright star in the left tip of the toe of Orion, Beta Orionis, 
Rigel, co-rises with the 23th degree of Taurus. See figure 10. 

11. The middle star of the three in his belt, Epsilon Orionis, Alnilam, 
co-rises with the 30th degree of Taurus. See figure 10. 

12. The one in the right shoulder of Auriga, Beta Aurigae, Menkalinam, 
co-rises with the 5th degree of Gemini. See figure 9. 

13. The one down from the knee of Sagittarius, Alpha Sagittarii, 
Rukbat, the 19th degree of Sagittarius. See figure 19. 

14. The bright star in the Gorgon of Perseus, Beta Persei, Algol, 
co-rises with the 2nd degree of Taurus. See figure 9. 

IV. Stars Which Are Mixtures o f Ares [and Kronos]. 

15. Alpha Canis Maioris, Sirius, co-rises with the 20th degree of 
Gemini. See figure 11. 

16. The star upon the head of the following twin of the Gemini, Beta 
Geminorum, Pollux , the 29th degree of Gemini. See figure 12. 


1 See page 5, note 1. 
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V. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Zeus and Hermes 


17. The star in the northern claw of Scorpio, Beta Librae, The North 
Scale 1 , the 25th degree of Libra. See figure 18. 

18. The star upon the head of the preceding twin of the Gemini, Alpha 
Geminorum, Castor, the 26th degree. See figure 12. 

VI. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Ares and Hermes 

19. The star in the preceding shoulder of Orion, Gamma Orionis, 
Bellatrix, co-rises with the 27th degree of Taurus. See figure 10. 

20. Alpha Canis Minoris, Procyon, co-rises with the [2nd] degree of 
Cancer. See figure 12. 

21. The star in the right shoulder of Orion, Alpha Orionis, Betelgeuse, 
co-rises with the [2nd 2 ] degree of Gemini. See figure 10. 

22. The star common to Pegasus and Andromeda, Alpha Andromedae, 
Alpheratz, co-rises with the 21st degree of Pisces. See figure 23. 

VII. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Zeus and Aphrodite. 

23. The star upon the right foot of Centaurus, Alpha Centauri, 
Bungula 3 in Robson, Toliman elsewhere, co-rises with the 11th 
degree of Libra. See figure 15. 


1 Many of the Greeks, including Ptolemy, preferred to regard the stars of 
the scales of Libra as the claws of the Scorpion. 

2 See page 8, note 1. 

3 According to Allen the name “Bungula” is probably an error, indeed a 
bungula! 
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24. The last star of Eridanus, Theta or Alpha Eridani, Acamar or 
Achemar 1 , resp., co-rises with the 3rd degree of Aries. See figure 
8 . 


Vlll. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Kronos and Aphrodite. 

25. The bright star in the tail of Leo, Beta Leonis, Denebola, the 27th 
degree of Leo. See figure 14. 

26. The star upon his loins. Delta Leonis, Zosma, the 17th degree of 
Leo. See figure 14. 

27. The bright star of Hydra, Alpha Hydrae, A1 hard, co-rises with the 
3rd degree of Leo. See figure 13. 

IX. Stars Which Are Mixtures of Ares and Aphrodite. 

28. The bright star of the Hyades, Alpha Tauri, Aldebaran, the 15th 
degree of Taurus. See figure 7. 


1 The problem here is that the Arabs ended the “river” with Theta Eridani 
and called it Achemar. Toomer in his edition of the Almagest star catalog, also 
identifies the star at the end of the river with Theta and 3rd and 4th mag. 
double star and in fact its latitude does correspond to the one given in the 
Almagest. But the description by Anonymous better tallies with the modem 
Achemar, Alpha Eridani, which is quite bright. Unfortunately Achemar does not 
rise even at the latitude of Alexandria, let along Rome. And there is no way 
that either of these stars can co-rise with the 3rd degree of Aries. 


28 





Fig. 1 

The Constellations Around the North Celestial Pole 
Star Maps 

On this and the pages that follow are maps of the constellations. We 
added these to the booklet so that the reader could see the location of 
each of the stars mentioned by the Anonymous. The first six maps serve 
as overviews of the relationship of all of the constellations to each 
other. They are all of the same scale. The maps that follow these are of 
individual constellations. They are of a larger scale than the first six, 
but are of the same scale as each other. The constellational maps follow 
roughly in order in right ascension. These maps were produced with 
EZCosmos version 4,0 and modified with CorelDraw version 3.0. 
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Constellations Around the South Celestial Pole 
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Fig. 12 

Gemini and Canis Minor — Castor, Pollux, Procyon 
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Fig. 13 

Hydra — Alphard 
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Fig. 14 

Cancer and Leo — Regulus, Zosma, Denebola 
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Fig. 20 
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